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U N I T  2  ·  L E S S O N  5  

Best display for the job 

Which display is best for the job? 

A I M S  
How confident are you now? Circle one face for 
each aim at the end of the lesson. 
Content Compare displays. 
Choose the best one for the 
job. 

    

Language Comparison 
language: more suitable, 
whereas. 

    

Skills Choose a display and 
give a reason.     
 

 

 
Write: Compare the displays 

Look at three displays of the same data. What is easy to see, and what is hard to see? 

Hot water cooling: temperature every 30 seconds 

Time (s) 0 30 60 90 120 150 180 

Temp (°C) 90 76 66 59 54 51 49 
 

Bar chart 

 

Line graph 

  

D I S PLA Y  E A S Y  T O  S E E  H A R D  T O  S E E  

Table   

Bar chart   

Line graph   

Pie chart   

For the pie chart, use the electricity chart on the slide. 
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Think: Choose the best display 

Tick every display that could work for each job. Then star the best one. 

J O B  T A B L E  B A R  C H A R T  L I N E  G R A P H  P I E  C H A R T  

1   Show how a city’s population 
changed from 1950 to 2020. 

    

2   Read the exact temperature at 60 
seconds. 

    

3   Show what share of a country’s 
land is forest, farmland and cities. 

    

4   Compare the heights of five 
mountains. 

    

★ best     ✓ possible     ✗ not suitable  

R E M E M B E R   Four displays, four jobs. 

table 
exact numbers 

bar chart 
compare amounts 

line graph 
change over time 

pie chart 
parts of a whole 

 

Choose two jobs. Write a sentence for each to say why your star is best. 

For job ___, the ___ is best because  ______________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________   

For job ___, the ___ is best because  ______________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________  
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Write: Build the comparison sentences 

Complete the three sentences. Then write one comparison sentence of your own. 

K E Y  L A N G U A G E   Use these phrases to compare displays and give a reason. 

S A M E  
Both the ___ and the ___ show… 

D I F F E R E N T  
Unlike the pie chart, the line graph… 

C O M PA R E  
The ___ is better for showing ___, whereas the ___ is better for showing ___. 

LI M I T  
However, the ___ is not as good for… 

R E A S O N  
The ___ is more suitable because… 

PU R P O S E  
The best display depends on the question. 

 

 

W O R D  B A N K   table  ·  bar chart  ·  line graph  ·  pie chart 
 

1   The ________ is better for showing exact numbers, whereas the ________ is better for showing 

change over time. 

2   The ________ is better for showing parts of a whole, whereas the ________ is better for 

comparing amounts. 

3   Both the ________ and the ________ show the same data. However, only the ________ gives 

exact numbers. 
 

4   Write one more comparison sentence of your own. 

 __________________________________________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________________________________________  
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Read: A model answer 

Read the model. Sentence 1 answers the question. Sentences 2 and 3 give the reason. 

P U R P O S E   A scientist wants to show how a bean plant’s height changed over six weeks. 

Bean plant height (cm) over six weeks 

 

1   P O S I T I O N  

The best display for showing how the height changed over six weeks is the line graph. 

2   C O M P A R E  

It is better for showing change over time, whereas the table is better for exact heights. 

3   R E A S O N  

This is more suitable because the line shows the plant growing at a glance. 

Key idea: answer the question first. Then compare the displays and give your reason.  

R E M E M B E R   Read the key words. Write each word in your own language. 

 M E A N I N G  I N  M Y  L A N G U A G E  

compare find what is the same and different 
 

contrast show what is different 
 

justify give a reason for your choice 
 

represent show information in a graph 
 

appropriate right for the purpose 
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Independent task 
Choose the best display for each purpose. Write 2–3 sentences for each. Give a reason. 

  
Purpose 1: land use in a country (%) 

Use Share (%) 

Farms 45 

Forest 30 

Cities 10 

Other 15 
 

Purpose 2: population of five cities (millions) 

City Millions 

City A 8 

City B 12 

City C 5 

City D 21 

City E 14 
  

table  exact numbers bar chart  compare line graph  change over 
time 

pie chart  parts of a whole 

1  Purpose 1   Show what share of a country’s land is farms, forest, cities and other uses. 

 __________________________________________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________________________________________  

2  Purpose 2   Compare the populations of the five cities. 

 __________________________________________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

S T R E T C H   Draw the data for each purpose in the display you chose. 

PU R P O S E  1  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PU R P O S E  2  

 


